
Lucifer’s First Sin: The Need to 

Make a Buck!
Is money really needed to make society work?

We take for granted in today’s world the need to make money to survive. Our whole culture is
wrapped up in the paradigm of working at some job, or producing some good or service, in order
to provide for oneself and one’s family through the crucible of a job to make money. In the more
modern states, this system has moved even further towards governments of men stealing some
of that money via taxation and licenses from workmen and primary producers to fund programs
that regulate these workers and producers. They take it from you to rule you. 

We need to understand how this system originated, for it is not a system that originated with
our Creator. That reality will be discussed in just a bit, but first of all let us examine a history of the
use of money in the operation of the economies of men. That search will begin — you guessed it
— with Satan the devil.

Where Money Began

We need to begin this search of the history of money with Ezekiel 28. Verse 12 states that this
“King of Tyre” (a personification of Lucifer) was perfect and sinless, a fact that is repeated in verse
15.

“You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect beauty. You were in Eden, the
garden of God; every precious stone was your covering: the sardius, topaz, and diamond,
beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, turquoise, and emerald with gold. The workmanship of
your timbrels and pipes was prepared for you on the day you were created [bara, “created
or selected”]. You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; you were on
the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. You were
perfect in your ways from the day you were created [bara, “selected”], till iniquity was found
in you” (Ezekiel 28:12-15).1

Note in verse 15 that the King of Tyre [Lucifer] was perfect [tamiym, “entire, without blemish
or spot”]2, but then iniquity [evel, “perverseness, wickedness”] was found in him. What was this in-
iquity? The source of this wickedness is mentioned three times in Ezekiel 28.

Verse 16. “By the abundance of your trading you became filled with violence within, and you
sinned.”
Verse 17. “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for
the sake of your splender ....”
Verse 18. “You defiled your sanctuaries by the multitude of your iniquities, by the iniquity of
your trading ....”
trading [merchandise (verse 16) and traffic (verse 18) in the KJV] = rkullah, “trade (as ped-
dled)”; from rakal, “to travel for trading.”
violence = chamac, “violence, wrong, unjust gain”; from chamac (pronounced differently than
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the first Hebrew word), “to be violent,
maltreat, take away violently.”
corrupted = shachath, “to decay, ruin,
cast off.”
sanctuaries = miqdash, “a consecrated
thing, palace, sanctuary.”
iniquities (verse 18) = avon, “perversity,
moral evil.”
iniquity (verse 18) = evel, “perverse-
ness, wickedness.”

It is clear here that something major changed in the thinking of Lucifer to bring about evil and
perversity within his formerly flawless character. He defiled the perfection and sanctity of Eden,
the very throne or garden of Elohim, resulting in his being cast out as a profane thing from the
government (mountain) of God (Ezekiel 28:16). He was caused to be destroyed [abad, “wander
away, lose oneself”] from the very fiery throne of the almighty Father, cast to the ground, and he
would ultimately be burned up and turned to ashes upon the earth (Ezekiel 28:18). That final de-
struction after the millennium is described in Revelation 20:9-10. Apparently Satan, the devil, will
not relish the idea of having to be cast into the bottomless pit for eternity, after his 1,000 year ex-
perience of such frustration (Revelation 20:1-3), and will chose to be destroyed. Spirits can ap-
parently be destroyed by remaining physical while being “burned up,” likely in a spontaneous
combustion event (...”I brought fire from your midst ...”;  Ezekiel 28:18).

What was Lucifer’s — Satan’s — error in merchandising? The error was apparently buying
and selling for personal profit, an activity that was standard in the ancient world of the Canaanites,
for the word Canaanite [Knaaiy] literally means “peddler”, one who buys and sells goods. Would
it not make sense that these notoriously evil people — idol worshipers, sexual deviates, and lewd
people — would walk in the footsteps of the arch-enemy of mankind, and traffic in merchandise
as he did? Would it also not make sense that all of society since Adam would develop an economic
system patterned after the devil? 

Notice that at the very end of the age, when Babylon falls, it is the shipping magnates who ply
the oceans that are the “... great men
of the earth ...” (Revelation 18:23),
for they traded in just about every-
thing one could imagine: gold, silver,
precious stones, silk, scarlet, wood,
ivory, metals, spices, perfumes,
wine, oil, grain, flour, cattle, sheep,
horses, vehicles, and slaves (Rev-
elation 18:12-13). These are the
things that are produced in one
country with cheap labor, shipped by
containers and in ship holds, and
then sold in another country for a
profit. In the process, the workmen
who produce the items are usually
shortchanged, such as in sweat
shops in China, Pakistan, or Mexico,
and the price of the items is elevated

A sweat shop for making clothes in Southeast Asia.
Sweat shops are common among big multinational cor-
porations intent on maximizing profits at the expense
of human comfort and dignity.
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so the shippers and middle men can reap the vast majority of the profit. This process is described

in James 5:1-6.

“Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming upon you! Your

riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten. Your gold and silver are corroded,

and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have

heaped up treasure in the last days. Indeed, the wages of the laborers who mowed your

fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out; and the cries of the reapers have reached

the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. You have lived on the earth in pleasure and luxury; and

you have fattened your hearts as in a day of slaughter. You have condemned, you have

murdered the just; he does not resist you.”

The Error of Merchandising

Is it then fair to say that merchandising, defined as “that part of marketing involved with pro-

moting sales of merchandise,” is inherently wrong ... at least in an Edenic, perfect sense? We

read that “The laborer is worthy of his hire” (Luke 10:7), but this is referring to people working for
a living, not those who are taking
goods they produce and reselling
them for a profit. One could argue
that there is nothing wrong with pay-
ing a farmer for his grain, transport-
ing it to a terminal, and selling it to a
shipper who then transports it to
China and sells it for a profit The
Chinese need the grain, and will buy
it and use it ... so what is the prob-
lem?

The problem is that the grain
markets determine the prices paid
to the farmer, and they are very low
in terms of what he ought to be paid;

the big markups in price go to the financiers and shippers, who reap millions of dollars while gen-

erating nothing productive. The same can be said for makers of breakfast cereals, for example. In

the supermarket, an 18-oz box of Kellogg’s Corn Flakes may
cost $2.20 (see above).3 The farmer reaps about 10-cents of
this total. Here is a breakdown of costs for this box of breakfast
cereal. The farmer’s share of other food items is also very
small, as the table above shows.4

Similar pictures could be drawn for clothing, automobiles,
machinery, and any number of items. The raw materials —
grains, iron ore, petroleum, etc. — used to produce an item are
but a small fraction of the final cost to the user, and by the time
the item reaches the user its price has skyrocketed. This is a
display of the merchandising which Satan the devil, the prince
of the power of the air (II Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2), has
authored within society. This system could not be possible with-
out the prevalence of cities — authored this side of the Flood

ItemItem Farmer’s shareFarmer’s share

Top sirloin steak 22%
Bread 3.4%
Carrots 31%
Beer 0.4%
Tomatoes 10%
Eggs 70%
Flour 7%
Lettuce 17%
Milk 32%
Apples 16%
Potatoes 14%
Soda 2.2%

Raw material costs . . . . . . . . . . .$0.14 (8% of the price*)
Processing into corn flakes . . . . $0.26 (15% of the price)
Labor for processing. . . . . . . . .  $0.06 (3.5% of the price)
Freight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.08 (4.5% of the price)
Packaging. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$0.12 (7% of the price)
Advertising. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $0.21 (12% of the price)
Marketing and Sales. . . . . . . . . .$0.31 (18% of the price)
Supermarket markup . . . . . . . . . $1.02 (32% of the price**) 
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $2.20   100%
*Added to the $0.10 price the farmer receives from grain el-

evators and corn millers; elevators ship to the millers, who clean,
degerminate, and crack the corn.

**For warehousing, depreciation, administration, research and

development, taxes, interest, overhead, plus profit.
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by Nimrod, an agent of Satan (Genesis 10:10-12) — and the concurrent rise of a money system
which is essential for these “great men” of the earth to rob the fruits of the land and its workers,
and amass their wealth.

A Very Brief History of Money

It is impossible to review a history of money in such a short paper — whole treatises have
been written on the subject — but a short review is possible and will be attempted here. Money is
defined as “standard pieces of gold, silver, copper, or other metals, stamped by government au-
thority, and used as a medium of exchange and measure of value.”5 However, precious metals
have been removed from paper money as a standard for exchange in the Western world, and
other items have been used throughout history to represent goods and services. The definition of
money could better be termed, “any substance or article that can be exchanged for goods or serv-
ices, such as cowry shells, metal coins, sticks, credit cards, or even virtual digits.”

The history discussed below will cover the period from the Flood up to the present time ... from
about 2347 BC. to today.6 Surely money systems and credit existed before the Flood, but we have
no record of them.

l  Early Babylon and Mesopotamia (about 2300 B.C. to about 500 B.C.). While there are
no definitive records of coins during the early part of this period — and barter was used, expecially
among the poor — there is plenty of
evidence that credit money was a big
issue, situated around the temple. A
trading intermediary would connect
trading partners and realize profits
from the transaction. Temples were
not just religious centers, but eco-
nomic and legal centers, officiated by
temple scribes; religious and com-
mercial spheres were integrated.
Some ancient loan documents have
pagan gods as creditors, and other
documents formulate vows to the
gods in legal loan terminology. With
the temple as the center for organiz-
ing loans, its profit-making potential
was huge. Several authorities show
that credit was pervasive in Babylon, so we can reliably say that money and banking had their
origins there.

During this time the Old Testament books likewise point out the use of money, as when wealthy
Abraham was given 1,000 pieces of silver by Abimelech for Sarah’s use (Genesis 13:2; 20:16).
Abraham bought the cave of Machpelah from Ephron for 400 shekels of silver (Genesis 23:14-
16), Jacob paid 100 kesitahs for a field at Shalem (Genesis 33:19), and Achan stole 200 shekels
of silver and a tongue of gold weighing 50 shekels (Joshua 7:21).

In the East, jewels have been recognized for their value, and precious metals were weighed
to ascertain their relative value, as with the presents to Rebekah (Genesis 24:22). Egyptian money
was made into rings, during the time that the sons of Jacob carried bundles of money of a certain
weight to Egypt to buy grain (Genesis 13:35; 14:21). Other instances of coinage as a representation
of wealth can be found in II Kings 12:9 (Jehoiada making a chest for money), Exodus 30:13-15

Temples of the pagan gods and goddesses served as
centers of credit and finance in the ancient world. Here
loans were made.
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(Saul’s servants having only a fourth part of a shekel to give the prophet), and the widespread use
of coins for the temple and ceremonies of ancient Israel. Credit for making the first coins is given
to the Lydians of Asia Minor by Herodotus, which were of gold ... about 860 B.C.

l  500 B.C. to 100 B.C. More modern coins were cast out of lumps of silver and stamped with
the images of different gods and emperors, varying with their location. Some of the earliest coins
were forged in Turkey, but the Greek, Persian, Macedonian, and Roman Empires followed suit
with the rise of their kingdoms. Credit was a major item of income for temples and wealthy leaders.

l  100 B.C. to 1800 A.D. Along with the use of coins during this time, other items were also
used for money, such as leather (white deer skin being popular in China), potlach (the exchanging
of gifts), and wampum (strings of beads made from clam shells). During this period the first paper
money came into being. In 806 A.D., in China, paper banknotes appeared and were used into the
1400s. These banknotes grew rapidly to the point that their value depreciated rapidly, so by 1455
they disappeared for several hundred years. By 1500, paper banknotes had appeared in Europe,
but not until about 1800 were they common.

l  1792 A.D. to 1816 A.D. During this period the United States began tying its currency to
gold and silver due to the 1792 Mint and Coinage Act. In 1816, England officially tied its currency
to gold so that a fixed number of banknotes was linked to a specific amount of gold, thus controlling
inflation.

l  1930s A.D. to the early 1970s A.D. With the Great Depression, the gold standard was
phased out and personal gold holdings were confiscated, and its price was increased, devaluing
the value of paper currency representing the gold. From 1945 to 1971 A.D. the Bretton Woods
system was in operation.

l  1970s A.D. to the present. In most countries only paper currency is used, whose value is
regulated by central banks and government regulations. Beginning in 2009 A.D., cryptocurrencies,
or digital money, made their appearance, so alongside credit cards and debit cards money has
taken on many forms.

Conditions in Eden

Let us now divert from the present world influenced by Satan and his economic system and
consider the conditions in the Garden of Eden ... which according to Ezekiel 28:13 and 18 was —
and is — the very seat of the Eternal’s government on earth. Lucifer was in Eden, the “garden of
God,” and it was out of this “mountain of God” that he was cast.

This Eden is described in Genesis 2:8 and 9 as a most beautiful place, the epitome of an en-
vironment suited for the ultimate enjoyment of living and communing with Elohim and all of the
creation.
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“The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He
had formed. And out of the ground the Lord God made every tree grow that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food; the tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”

Yahweh Elohim then “... took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend [abad, “serve
or work”] and keep [shamar, “hedge about, protect, keep”] it” (Genesis 2:15), instructing him to
eat the fruit of any tree except that of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (verses 16 and
17). This Eden is derived from the Hebrew word eden, and means “pleasure,” and is translated in
different places as “delicate, delight, and pleasure”. It was the most perfect environment possible
for a human being to live, delighting the senses, without worries or cares or pain. The work Adam
was given was not difficult, but highly rewarding, for we read a bit later in Genesis 3:19, after Adam
and Eve’s expulsion from the Garden, that in order to procure food they would have to sweat ...
meaning hard labor would be required. This requirement is in opposition to the bucolic conditions
in which they were to obtain food from fruit trees and other plants in the Garden. Here is what
Josephus has to say.7

“He [Cain] also introduced a change in that way of simplicity wherein man lived before;
and was the author of measures and weights, and whereas they lived innocently and gen-
erously while they knew nothing of such cares, he changed the world into cunning crafti-
ness. He first of all set boundaries about lands; he built a city, and fortified it with walls,
and he compelled his family to come together to it; and called that city Enoch, after the
name of his eldest son Enoch.”

Here we see the enemy of the Creator — Cain — changing the joyous, prosperous ways of
living, without weights and measures, and without definite property lines, to one of control and op-
pression ... the control of people by other people, not encouraging direct contact with the Creator.
What Josephus emphasizes in his writing is that there were no weights and measures before Cain
introduced them, reinforcing the fact that in the Garden of Eden there was no commerce — no
need for scales and vessels to quantify things, especially food items — and people could reap of
the fruit and other food items that grew naturally and abundantly across the landscape. Apparently
the Edenic style of economy continued for some time after Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the
Garden. That condition apparently continued until Cain introduced control mechanisms: barter of
items of equal value, and perhaps coinage as well.

Fast forward to the post-Flood period, when Nimrod repeated in almost identical fashion efforts
to control his fellow citizens on the Plains of Shinar. Not only did he and his evil compatriots build
cities such as Nineveh, Rehoboth, Ir, Calah, and Resen (Genesis 10:11-12), but they went on to
build a tower at Babel (Genesis 11:1-4), to further unify the tribes of that area under his control, for
“He was a mighty hunter [of men] before [in place of] the Lord” (Genesis 10:9). Nimrod and his
government certainly repeated the commercial system of weights and measures that Cain had
adopted, so we can truthfully say that a money system was developed shortly after the Flood, per-
haps as early as 2250 B.C. Since Nimrod was the grandson of Ham, then Nimrod would be con-
temporaneous with Salah, the grandson of Shem, who was born about 2311 B.C.

A Contrast of God’s Economy to That of Satan’s 

With a bit of background on the no-money and no-debt economy of Eden, and the money-
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debt economy of Satan that affects the entire world, let us compare the two systems in a bit more
detail. We see the system of the Almighty, as revealed through Scripture, giving freedom and liberty
to individuals. This liberty is based upon the spirit of God dwelling in people (II Corinthians 3:17;
Romans 8:21; Galatians 5:1, 13; James 1:25; 2:12), and along with that freedom comes a system
of economics that grants freedom of the production, distribution, and consumption of goods and
services. It is a system based on love and selflessness, the fruits of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-23),
free of debt except the debt of love owed to others (Romans 13:8), and requiring no money and
standardization of  prices and exchange rates. Notice what Isaiah says.

“Ho! everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy
and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk without money [keceph, “silver”] and without price.
Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and let your soul delight itself in abundance”
(Isaiah 55:1-2).

Is this not an allusion to the perfect economy that requires no money? We are admonished to
give freely to those that ask of us for some need (Luke 6:30; Matthew 5:24; Proverbs 21:26; Deu-
teronomy 15:7-10), to supply the needs of others freely if we are able by working at a job with our
hands (Ephesians 4:28) ... to visit the poor and needy and assist them in their afflictions (Matthew
25:31-40; James 1:27). We know also that the borrower is the servant of the lender (Proverbs
22:7). 

EEccoonnoommyy  ooff   BBaabbyylloonn
Satan’s system

Needs Supplied by ...
Food Farmers/Processers/Stores
Shelter/Land Builders/Realtors
Clothing Factories/Stores
Transportation Factories/Dealers/Construction
Education Schools/Colleges/Print shops
Entertainment Sports/TV/Film companies
Machines/Equipment Factories/Dealers

EEccoonnoommyy  ooff   EEddeenn
God’s system

Needs Supplied by ...
Food Entire environment the year-round  
Shelter/Land Family built with endless tenure
Clothing Family and community fabricated
Transportation Human/Animal/Ether power
Education Family and community based
Entertainment Family and community based
Machines/Equipment Family and community industries

Expedited byExpedited by
money, banks,money, banks,

and creditand credit

Taxes and reguTaxes and regu--
lations at alllations at all

levels to controllevels to control
production, conproduction, con--

sumption, andsumption, and
behaviorbehavior

No money,No money,
taxes, or regutaxes, or regu--
lations of man.lations of man.
Total liberty toTotal liberty to
operate withinoperate within
God’s laws ofGod’s laws of

love and rightlove and right--
eous character.eous character.
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“The rich rule [mashal, “to rule, have dominion over”] over the poor, and the borrower is
the servant of the lender.”

Such a relationship between men — the rich and the poor, and the borrower and lender — is
the antithesis of Godly government. Our Creator has ordered His government as a brotherhood
among the ecclesia, as brothers of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29), not with men ruling over other
men as in today’s world. James castigated the rich for giving preference to the rich at meetings
(James 2:1-5). We can see that money and debt play a huge role in creating and maintaining this
erroneous hierarchy of mankind, a hierarchy that has brought on wars, poverty, and suffering bey-
ond our imagination!

The Consequences of Merchandising

We have seen that the Adversary’s first sin, the one that resulted in his being cast out of the
heavenly Zion, was merchandising. We are not aware of exactly how that sin occurred, but I have
a theory. In the pre-Adamic civilization — I believe there was a society on earth before the renewed
Eden in Adam’s time described in Genesis 1 — it is possible that Lucifer was the ruler of that so-
ciety. During that time he had access to the throne of Elohim, as described in Ezekiel 28:13-16,
but for some reason he decided to heap up wealth for himself through buying and selling — mer-
chandising — and made himself wealthy in physical goods, which was a consequence of pride
and self-aggrandizement. Isaiah 14:13-14 states,

“For you have said in your heart: I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above
the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation [moed, “fixed place”] on
the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like
the Most High.”

Clearly Lucifer was on a mission to glorify himself and become equal with our heavenly Father.
His merchandising efforts are tied to this effort, to enrich himself and strive to elevate himself above
the other spirits in the spirit realm. Yet, our Father had a plan for him, as He does for each of us,
and each mansion so reserved (John 14:2) is a responsibility based upon love and service to
others, grounded in great humility
(Isaiah 66:2; John 13;1-16). Unless
one humbles himself as a little child
be cannot become a giant in right-
eousness (Matthew 18:2).

Let us not be like the world and
put our trust in material things like
the Adversary did, which cut him off
from God. Money and material
wealth can be a great driving force to draw a person away from the Creator, for the love of it is the
root of all evil (I Timothy 6:10). Better it is to not have it available at all than to be tempted by it and
fall into sin. Though Abraham was a very wealthy man and yet is the father of the faithful (Genesis
13:2; Galatians 3:9, 29), our Savior said that “... a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of
heaven;” it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for him to enter God’s king-
dom (Matthew 19:23-24). Having little physical wealth brings humility ... a most precious and es-
sential trait for God’s people. Money tends to drive a wedge between people and God!
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Of course we know that in today’s world money is a reality. We do indeed need it to survive.
However, by knowing the history of its introduction into society after Adam and Eve were removed
from the Garden of Eden, we can appreciate what it has done to further Satan’s goal of government
domination over people everywhere through money, credit, and banking. This fact gives insight to
the fact that Yahweh prohibited usury charged against fellow Israelites (Deuteronomy 23:19), and
helps us paint a vision of the next world — the wonderful world tomorrow in which love will replace
covetousness, and the eight-to-five job needed to make dollars to survive will be replaced by free
service to one’s fellow man. 

Our Savior made it plain that we should not be anxious over where the funds needed to sustain
ourselves and our families will come from. He stated,

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? So why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; and yet
I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. Now if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying,
‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you” Matthew 6:25-33.

What an incredibly beautiful future we have to look forward to, one provided for by our tending
and keeping the worldwide Garden of Eden that is prophesied to come (Acts 3:19-21). It will be a
time in which Babylon and all iof its trappings will be utterly destroyed, and a new Edenic world
will be ushered in, one where money will not trouble us and control us as it does in this present
day. Poverty will be annihilated, as will the accumulation of billions by the few. God is no respector
of persons (Acts 10:34-35; James 2:9), and he will uplift all of mankind to the pinnacle of fulfillment
and joy when their lust for power and position is made of no effect ... when sin and death no longer
hold sway in a renewed world!
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