Proofs That Jesus Christ Existed and Interacted
With People in Old Testament Times

The Bible holds an unending parade of truths re-
garding history, prophecy, moral teachings, and other
information that is so very important for the com-
mitted Christian to understand. Some of these truths
are essential for the believer — matters of salvation,
we call them — while others are of interest but not
essential to our spiritual walk with the Creator.

The matter of understanding the pre-existence of
Jesus Christ is somewhere between these two poles:
we do not absolutely need to understand the truths of
this issue, but if we get it wrong we can be misled
into denying the very things our Master said about
Himself. That error can lead to more serious errors,
and can eventually lead a
person into denying that
Jesus Christ is indeed
our personal Savior, the
One who paid the price
for our sins in order that
we might have eternal
life, thus fulfilling our
purpose for being born. I
have personally wit-
nessed this sad scenario
with some of my friends.

The truths of Scrip-
ture speak for them-
selves, not as
transliterated by some
theologian who wishes
to place himself in the
shoes of God. “Line up line, precept upon precept”
(Isaiah 28:10), the Biblical truths are of no private
interpretation (II Peter 1:20). We need to heed them
and gain a more complete grasp of just who is this
Elder Brother of ours who was willing to sacrifice
His life for our lives by taking on human flesh, in
order to suffer and die that we might have eternal life.
Now that is love ... love as it ought to be within each
of us!

Mary is told she will bear a Son through the
Father’s spirit, and will call His Name Jesus, who
has lived forever along with the Father.

Jesus Forecast to Come in the Flesh

We know from over 300 Old Testament citations
that the Savior was prophesied to come to this earth
to pay for the sins of all mankind. That promise re-
vealed in so many places should leave no one ques-
tioning the reality of His coming ... first to live a
humble, perfect life amongst men while healing,
casting out demons, performing miracles, and
preaching the good news of the coming government
of God, within which He will be King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

In fact, every book
of the Bible announces
the coming of the Savior
to the world. Notice the
examples on the next
page as revealed from
Genesis to Revelation.

These prophesies
and allusions to Jesus
| Christ’s coming found
throughout the Old Tes-
tament confirm that the
Messiah  was indeed
going to come. Yet, the
foretelling of His com-
ing does not prove that
He existed during that
Old Testament period,
from the dawning of the age in Genesis 1:1 to the in-
tertestamental period following Malachi 4:6. Let us
first of all examine what Christ Himself and others
said about this preexistence.

a. I John 4:3. “And every spirit that confesses
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of
God.” This verse indicates that Jesus Christ had to
exist somewhere else as a Being before He was made



Book of the O.T.

Major Prophecy

Biblical Sources

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus

Numbers
Deuteronomy
Joshua

Judges

Ruth

LII Samuel

I, IT Kings

I, IT Chronicles

Ezra
Nehemiah

Esther
Job
Psalms

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
Isaiah

Jeremiah, Lamentations
Ezekiel

Daniel

Hosea

Joel

Amos
Obediah
Jonah
Micah
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

The seed of the woman

The Passover Lamb

The High Priest, typified in sacrifices and
offerings

The Cloud and the Fire

The Prophet like Moses

The Captain of our salvation, typified by
Joshua

The Judge and Lawgiver, typified by the
judges

The Kinsman Redeemer

The Prophet of the Lord

The reigning King, typified by Solomon
The glorious Temple, typified in Solomon’s
temple

The faithful Scribe, typified by Zerubbabel
The Rebuilder of the Walls, typified by
Nehemiah

Preserver of His people, typified by Mor-
decai

The Dayspring from on High, typified by
Job’s sufferings

The Lord is our Shepherd, and many other
things

The Wisdom of God

The Lover and Bridegroom

The suffering Servant

The weeping Prophet

The Son of Man

The Son of Man coming in the clouds of
heaven

The Bridegroom, typified by Hosea’s faith-
fulness

The Baptizer with the holy spirit

The burden Bearer

The mighty Savior

The forgiving God

The Messenger with beautiful feet

The Avenger of God’s elect

The great Evangelist crying for revival
The Restorer of the remnant

The cleansing Fountain

The pierced Son

The Son of righteousness

Genesis 3:15; Luke 1:34-35
Exodus 12; John 1:29, 36
Leviticus 1-7

Numbers 24:7
Deuteronomy 18:15-19; John 6:14
Joshua 5:13-15

Judges (all)

Ruth 2:1; 4:12-17

I Samuel 2:10; Matthew 28:18
II Kings 4:42

I Chronicles 5:2; Luke 3:23-32

Ezra 4
Nehemiah (all)

Esther (all)
Job 2:7-8; 3; James 5:11
Psalm 23; 110:1, 5; I Peter 3:21-22

Proverbs 8:22-31

Song of Solomon (all)

Isaiah 53

Jeremiah 23:6; John 13:13
Ezekiel 34:23-24; Matthew 1:1
Daniel 7:13-14; Luke 1:31-34

Hosea 3

Joel 2:32; Romans 10:12-13
Amos 8:9; Matthew 27:45-46
Obediah (all)

Jonah 1:17; Matthew 12:40
Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1-2
Nahum (all)

Habakkuk 3:3

Zephaniah (all)

Haggai 2:6-9; Luke 2:27-32
Zechariah 12:10; John 19:34-37
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:15-16




flesh. See also II John 7: “For many deceivers are
entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
antichrist.” Coming “in the flesh” indicates that the
spirit of Christ, the spirit being the “real being,” was
the individual that had existed beforehand. The same
can be said for every one of God’s people; see He-
brews 2:14. Come in 1l John 7 is the Greek word
erchomai, meaning “to come from one place into
another; to come into,” implying that Christ came
from somewhere else (in heaven as spirit) to
another place (to earth as physical).

b. John 17:5. “And now, Father, glorify Me
with your own self with the glory which I had with
You before the world was.” Clearly Jesus Christ,
who said these words, existed before this present
world (cosmos, “orderly arrangement”, or society)
was set in place.

c. John 17:18. “As You have sent Me into the
world, even so have I also sent them into the
world.” 1t was the Father who took Christ from His
previous existence in the spirit realm and placed
Him here in the physical world.

d. John 17:21-25. “.. that they all may be
one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You, that they
also may be one in us; that the world may believe
that You have sent Me. And the glory which You gave
Me I have given them, that they may be one, even as
We are one; I in them, and You in Me, that they may
be made perfect in me, and that the world may know
that You have sent Me, and have loved them, as You
have loved Me. Father, I will that they also, whom
You have given Me, be with Me where I am, that they
may behold My glory which You have given Me, for
You loved Me before the foundation of the world. O
righteous Father, the world has not known You, but 1
have known You, and these have known that You have
sent Me.” Christ stated that the Father had “sent
Me” ... from where? From some place in the physi-
cal realm? No, from the spirit realm where He preex-
isted with the Father. How could the Father love
Him “before the foundation of the world” [cosmos]
unless He preexisted in heaven with the Father so
that He could be loved in that place?

e. Philippians 2:6-8. “... who, being in the
form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with
God [i.e., a spirit who looked like the Father, and was
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in His spirit family according to a father-son relation-
ship], but made Himself of no reputation and took
upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men, and being found in fashion as a man,
He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the stake [ Greek stauros].

The birth of a Son whose Father is our heavenly
Father, who existed with the Father beforehand, is
a miracle we humans do not yet comprehend.

f. John 1:15. “John bare witness of Him, and
cried, saying, ‘This was He of whom I spoke, He that
comes after me is preferred before me, for He was
before me.’” Jesus was born after John the Baptist,
so Jesus came into the world “after” John; thus, “He
was before me” can only mean that Christ existed be-
fore John, in the heavenly realm.

g. John 6:38. “For I came down from heaven,
not to do my own will, but the will of Him that sent
Me.” Christ was sent from the spirit realm to live on
carth as a flesh and blood human being. See also
John 6:42 and 51, where Jesus also said He “came
down from heaven.”

h. John 16:27-28. “For the Father Himself
loves you, because you have loved Me, and have be-
lieved that I came out from God. I came forth from
the Father, and now come into the world: again, 1
leave the world and go to the Father.” Here Christ
said He came directly from the Father.

i. Ephesians 4:8-10. “Wherefore he says,
‘When He ascended up on high, He led captivity cap-
tive, and gave gifts unto men.’ (Now that He as-
cended, what is it but that He also descended first



into the lower parts of the earth? He that descended
is the same also that ascended up far above all
heavens, that He might fill all things.)” Clearly
Christ, who ascended to the Father in heaven after
His crucifixion, first descended to the earth to live
amongst men as flesh and blood.

j- John chapter 8:

Verse 12. “I am the light of the world.” See

Exodus 3:14 where God calls Himself “7 AM”.

Verse 18. “I am One who bears witness of My-

self....”

Verse 21. “I am going away ...."

Verse 23. “You are from beneath; I am from

above .... I am not of this world.”

Verse 24. “... ifyou do not believe that [ am ...."

Verse 28. “... then you will know that I am ....°

Verse 42. “I proceeded forth and come from

God.”

Verses 57 and 58. “... before Abraham was, 1

am.”

In these verses of John 8, Christ identified Him-

self with the God who claimed He was the “/

AM” who talked to Moses from the burning

bush, and also claimed that He existed before

Abraham. The Jews understood what He meant,

and as a result they tried to stone him!

k. Luke 10:18. “And He said unto them, I be-
held Satan as lightning fall from heaven.” This fall
is recorded in Isaiah 14:12, so Christ had to exist long
before His birth as a human to be able to witness this
event.

. I Corinthians 10:1-4. “Moreover, brethren,
I would not that you should be ignorant, how that all
our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed
through the sea, and were all baptized unto Moses in
the cloud and in the sea, and did all eat the same
spiritual meat, and did all drink the same spiritual
drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that fol-
lowed them, and that Rock was Christ.” This pas-
sage clearly shows that Christ was the One that
nurtured Israel in the wilderness, and He therefore
long preexisted His time as flesh and blood on the
earth.

m. Micah 5:2. “But you Bethlehem Ephratha,
though you are little among the thousands of Judah,
vet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be
ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from old, from
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everlasting.” Jesus Christ is said here to have existed
“from everlasting,” so He had to eternally exist be-
fore His sojourn upon the earth. This fits with Isaiah
9:6, which states that the government of God will in-
crease endlessly throughout eternity.

n. John 1:1-5, 14. “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by Him, and without Him was not
any thing made that was made. In Him was life, and
the life was the light of men. And the light shines in
darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not ....
And the Word [Jesus Christ] was made flesh and
dwelt among us (and we beheld His glory, the glory
of the only begotten of the Father), full of grace and
truth.” It is clear that the Word is equated with Jesus
Christ in this Scripture, and that He created the things
we see around us. This requires that He existed be-
fore his physical sojourn on earth by at least thou-
sands of years, since the earth was redesigned about
4,000 years before Christ was born. Genesis 1:26
states, “And God [Elohim] said, ‘Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness ...,”” a statement show-
ing that the Father and the Son [Christ], and perhaps
other God-beings, were directly involved in the
earth’s recreation, since Elohim as used in this pas-
sage is a plural noun.

o. Matthew 14:33. “Then they that were in the
ship came and worshiped Him, saying, ‘Of a truth
You are the Son of God.’” Only deity can be wor-
shiped, and Christ did not prevent the disciples from
worshipping Him. This shows that the story of Luke
1, the virgin conception of Mary by the Father, is ac-
curate.

p. Luke 1:34-35. “Then said Mary unto the
angel, ‘How shall this be [the birth of Jesus to her],
seeing I know not [have had no sexual intercourse
with] a man?’ And the angel answered and said unto
her, ‘The Holy Spirit shall come upon you, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow you, therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of you shall
be called the Son of God.’” Here the process of in-
troducing the spiritual conception of Jesus Christ into
Mary’s egg is predicted as coming directly from the
Father, who would “come upon her” and “over-
shadow her.”” The essence of a living human is the
spirit of that person, so this spirit of Christ had to



preexist with the Father, and was given to Mary’s egg
by the Father at His conception. (See Paul’s state-
ment in Philippians 1:23.)

q. Colossians 1:13-18. “... who has delivered
us from the power of darkness, and has translated us
into the kingdom of His dear Son: in whom we have
redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness
of sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature: for by Him were all things
created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vis-
ible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers: all things were
created by Him and for Him: and He is before all
things, and by Him all things consist. And He is the
head of the body, the church: who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He
might have the preeminence.”

el e

cloud or pillar of fire.

The modern-day teaching of Christ not preexist-
ing is highly similar to the beliefs of gnosticism that
infected the early Church. See Prophecy Flash!, Vol-
ume 7, Number 3, pages 40 to 43, for an excellent
review of this subject.

If a person rejects the preexistence of Jesus
Christ before His human birth, he must also reject the
clear teachings of God’s word in many places, and
twist Scripture to fit his thinking. He must also pre-
sume that Jesus was born with sin by a human father,

We do not know exactly how Jesus appeared in
glorified form in Revelation1:12-16, but we know
that in Old Testament appearances He appeared as
a man, or was invisible to others but shielded by a

and thus would be unable to fulfill the awesome re-
sponsibility of being the perfect sacrifice for sin. Be-
sides, his view of God as a family having more than
one being is impossible to achieve, even though
Scripture teaches that God is a family [patria].
Jesus Christ came from the spirit realm where
He was with the Father, to live a sinless life in the
flesh. He divested Himself of that spirit existence to
become fully flesh, like us, as John 1:14 states: “And
the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us ...."
If this had not been the case He could not have be-
come the sacrifice for our sins. He succeeded in
overcoming, and willingly gave His life for us.

Proofs of Old Testament Existence

While we have shown that Christ did surely exist
before He was born of a virgin, are there any proofs
that any of the spirit beings mentioned in the Old
Testament were truly Jesus Christ Himself? There
are indeed such proofs, and I will discuss several
proofs that are irrefutable.

We must be careful not to assume that whe-

| never the term “Angel of the Lord” is mentioned

that this spirit being refers to Jesus Christ. This
| temptation is fueled by the idea that there are only

; two God-beings within the term Elohim. This idea

| is erroneous, and can be disproven by several scrip-
| tures, such as the following.

a. Psalm 97:9. “For You, Lord, are high above
4 all the earth; You are exalted far above all gods
[Elohim].” Many gods [Elohim, plural of “god”] are
indicated here, Yahweh, or Israel’s God, being
above all of the rest, and they are not shown to be
mere idols or figments of the imagination. They are
equated as gods alongside Yahweh but inferior to
Him.

b. Psalm 45:6-7. “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, the scepter of Your kingdom is a
right scepter. You love righteousness and hate
wickedness: therefore God, you God, has anointed
You with the oil of gladness above Your fellows.” In
each of the three cases that the word God is used in
these verses, the Hebrew word is Elohim. Since the
God of verse 6 is identified with Yahweh, Israel’s
God, then the “God, your God’ of verse 7 must refer




to the Father, for He is the one who anointed the God
of verse 6; the superior can only anoint the lesser in-
dividual, not vice-versa. This verse indicates that
Christ, who loved righteousness and hated wicked-
ness, was selected from quite a number of spirits in
the God plane to be given the “oil of gladness” (glad-
ness = sason ‘“cheerfulness, specifically welcome™).
Would not being selected from amongst many com-
panion Sons of God in the God-realm, to be the an-
nouncer of the coming Kingdom of God to men, and
to be the Savior of these men, bring much gladness
to the Father?

c. Job1:6. “Now there was a day when the sons
of God [Elohim] came to present themselves before
the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” (See
also Job 2:1.) In both references Satan is shown to be
a “son of God,” as is Jesus Christ shown to be a Son
of God (Matthew 14:33; 16:16; 26:63; etc.). Adam is
also a son of God, who was the first created human
being in Eden (Luke 3:38). All being sons of God,
they were spirits within the God plane (Elohim).

d. Deuteronomy 6:4. “Yahweh is our Elohim,
be one with Him.” This verse in the King James Ver-
sion says, “The Lord our God is one Lord,” Which
does not give the proper sense of the original He-
brew. The Tanakh translates the sentence as follows:
“The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.” This verse
implies that there is more than one member within
the term God.

e. Psalm 97:9. “But You, Lord, are most high
above all the earth; You are exalted far above all
gods [Elohim].” This scripture is saying that other
gods exist, but the Lord [ Yahweh] is greater than all
of them, while not denying their existence.

f. Deuteronomy 32:8-9. “... when the Most
High [the Father] divided their inheritance to the na-
tions [the 70 nations a Babel; Genesis 10], when He
separated the sons of Adam [by confusing their
tongue at Babel]|, He set the boundaries of the
peoples according to the number of the sons of Elo-
him. For the Lord’s portion is His people; Jacob is
the place of His inheritance.” Here we read that the
70 nations were separated at Babel and migrated to
the places they were supposed to, and each nation
had a “son of Elohim” assigned to it. Thus, there
were at least 70 spirits involved here. The phrase
“sons of Elohim” is the correct translation for these
individuals, not “children of Israel” as translated in

the KJV and NKJV.

Some of these sons of Elohim are anything but
pure, for example Satan the devil as seen in Job 1:6
and 2:1, and also the spirit that approached the Lord
and volunteered to be a lying spirit to the prophets
that ultimately convinced Ahab to battle against Ra-
moth Gilead (I Kings 22:17-23).

Indeed, there is not just one son of Elohim in the
spirit realm. There are many, how many we do not
know. Note in Hebrews 1:6 that the firstborn (the
saints) are sons of God, alongside Jesus Christ, show-
ing God’s plan to greatly expand the numbers of sons
of God. On the other hand, angels are ministering
spirits for those who are to inherit salvation (Hebrews
1:14).

Jesus Christ in the Old Testament

I have given below ten proofs of Jesus Christ
being mentioned in the Old Testament.

1. The name Jesus Christ is used nowhere in
the Old Testament. However, we can examine the
character of God in both testaments and see they
are the same. Note the table on the next page.

2. The name of Jesus reveals He is Eternal,
just as does the name Yahweh. The Hebrew name
YHWH is difficult to interpret, but can be defined as
“He who causes ‘that which is’ to be” (abarim-pub-
lications.com). It is an archaic form of the verb “to
be” (Hebrew hawah), meaning “I am who I am, or |
will be who I will be” (agapebiblestudy.com). Some
define the word as meaning “Being,” “He is,” or “He
will cause to be,” implying that He was, is, and will
be. In other words, YHWH is eternal; He has existed
and always will exist. Time is infinite for Him, and
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The Tetragrammaton, the Name of God in the Old
Testament, tells us a lot about our Creator and
Savior, including that He is eternal.




Characterization

Merciful and forgiving

Loving

Kind and gentle

Peace-loving

Commanding law-keeping

Just in punishing sin

Eternal and unchangeable

Just

Old Testament
Exodus 34:7; Nechemiah 9:17;
Psalm 69:14; 119:132; 145:9;

Isaiah 54:8; Micah 6:8

Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy
6:5; 7:7-9; 10:12-15; 33:3; Psalm
92:2; Proverbs 3:12; 15:9; Isaiah
43:4; Ezekiel 16:8

Deuteronomy 10:18; I Chronicles
16:34; Psalm 86:5; 117:2; 146:7-9;
Isaiah 40:11

Numbers 6:26; Psalm 91:1-2;
119:165; Proverbs 16:7; Isaiah
26:3; 82:17

Exodus 15:26; Leviticus 22:31;
Deuteronomy 4:40; I Kings 8:58;
Nehemiah 1:9; Psalm 119:60
Deuteronomy  32:35;  Psalm
145:20; Isaiah 59:18; Ezekiel 18:4,
20

Numbers 23:19-20; Psalm 33:11;
90:2; 102:27; 103:17; 119:90;
Isaiah 40:8; Malachi 3:6

Genesis 18:25; Psalm 9:4, 16;
37:28; 98:9; Isaiah 61:8; Jeremiah

New Testament

Matthew 6:14; John 8:11; Romans
2:4; 5:8; Ephesians 1:7; II Peter 3:9;
I John 1:9

Matthew 5:43-44; 19:19; 22:37-39;
John 3:16; 11:5; 13:1, 34;15:9, 17;
Romans 5:8; I Corinthians 13:4-8; 11
Thessalonians 2:16; II Timothy 1:7;
I John 2:5; 4:8-10

Mark 1:40-42; 10:13-16; II Corin-
thians 1:3-4; Ephesians 2:7; Titus
3:4; James 3:17

Luke 24:36; John 14:27; Romans
15:13; Philippians 4:7; 1I Corin-
thians 13:11

Matthew 5:17-19; 7:23; 19:17; John
14:15, 21; 15:10; Romans 3:31; I
John 2:3-4; 5:2-3

Romans 2:5-6; 6:23; 12:19; II The-
salonians 1:8; Revelation 21:8

II Timothy 2:13; Hebrews 6:18;
13:8; James 1:17; I John 1:5; Rev-
elation 22:13

John 16:8; Acts 17:31; Romans 2:2-
3; I Peter 1:17; Revelation 19:2, 11

9:24

without the eternal time in which He exists all activ-
ity and energy would cease to exist; there would be
nothing.

Indeed, in the book of Revelation Jesus Christ
states three times that He is the Alpha and the
Omega, the first and last letters of the Hebrew alpha-
bet.

“‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Be-
ginning and the End,’ says the Lord, ‘who
is and who was and who is to come, the Al-

mighty’” (Revelation 1:8; see also Rev-
elation 16:5).

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First
and the Last” (Revelation 1:11; see also

verse 17).

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Begin-

ning and the End, the First and the Last”

(Revelation 22:13; see also Revelation
21:6).

Interestingly, each of these six statements begins
with “I am,” the very words spoken by God out of
the burning bush in Exodus 3:14: “And God said to
Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. ’And He said, ‘Thus you
shall say to the children of Israel, “I AM has sent me
to you.”” The word for God in Exodus 3:14 is the He-
brew Elohim, which thus is identified with Jesus
Christ in Revelation 1 where the one who is declared
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and End is “... He
who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am [there are
those words again!] alive forevermore” (Revelation
1:18).

It appears that the word Elohim in Exodus 3 and
elsewhere in the Old Testament can refer to not just
one eternal deity, but to several depending on



whether a singular or plural verb is associated with
this noun. Thus, in Genesis 1:26 we read God as Elo-
him in the plural form: “Let us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness.” More than one
spirit being was involved in this creation, and most
likely many more Gods than just the Father and the
Son (Jesus Christ). Both terms — Yahweh and Elo-
him — are not always used for

“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was made ....
And the Word became flesh [Jesus Christ]
and dwelt among us ...” (John 1:1-3, 14).

specific singular individuals in the
Old Testament in all cases, but can
refer to other divine spirits as well.

Several instances in the Old
Testament show that Yahweh is
eternal. Note these three.

“Who has performed and
done it, calling the genera-
tions from the beginning? ‘I,
the Lord [Yahweh] am the
First; and with the last I am
He’”(Isaiah 41:4).

John 6-15

“Thus says the Lord
[Yahweh], the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord
[Yahweh] of hosts; ‘I am the
First and [ am the Last, be-
sides Me there is no God’”
(Isaiah 48:12).

“Listen to Me, O Jacob, and
Israel, My called: I am He, |

am the First, [ am also the
last” (Isaiah 48:12

Do not these statements

The Seven
“I AM”
Statements
of Jesus

1. | AM the bread of life

6:3548

2.1 AM the li

world 8:12; 9:5
'm) 3. 1 AM the gate 10.7

4. | AM the good

shepherd 10:11,14

5. 1 AM the resurrection

and the life 11:25

6. | AM the wa

truth and the life 14.6

7. 1 AM the true vine

15:1,5

‘“

.. and to make all men see
what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the be-
ginning of the world has been
hidden in God, who created
all things by Jesus Christ ...”
(Ephesians 3:9).

“For by Him all things were
created that are in heaven
and that are on earth, visible
and  invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or prin-
cipalities or powers. All
things were created through
Him and for Him” (Colos-
sians 1:16).

ht of the

“God ... has in these last days
spoken to us by His Son,
whom He has appointed heir
of all things, through whom
also He made the worlds ...”
(Hebrews 1:1-2).

and the

“You are worthy, O Lord, to
receive glory and honor and
power, for you created all

sound very much like Jesus Christ speaking of Him-
self in Revelation? They surely do. The I AM, the
Beginning and the End, and the Eternal living God
show the identity of Jesus Christ in the New Testa-
ment with Yahweh, and even Elohim, in the Old Tes-
tament.

3. Jesus Christ is termed the Creator in the
New Testament, even as God [Elohim] was the
Creator in the Old Testament. Note several New
Testament scriptures.

things, and by Your will they exist and were
created” (Revelation 4:11).

Now, we can look at Old Testament scriptures
and note that Yahweh is noted for creating all that is
as well.

“By the word of the Lord [Yahweh] the

heavens were made, and all the host of them
by the breath of His mouth” (Psalm 33:6).

Does not this sound very much like John 1:1-3,



where the Word (Jesus Christ) created all that is?
Moreover, we read in Genesis 1 of the recreation of
the earth by Elohim: the land masses, atmosphere,
plants, living creatures of all sorts, and then mankind
in His very own image. Then throughout the Old Tes-
tament there are references to Yahweh and Elohim
having made the heavens and the earth: Nehemiah
9:6; Psalm 96:5; 8:3-8; 33:6; 121:2-8; 19:1; Isaiah
37:16; 45:18; 42:5; 44:24; Proverbs 3:19; Jeremiah
10:12-13; Amos 4:13.

We understand that the Father was also directly
involved in the creation, as Ephesians 3:9 states, “...
God, who created all things by Jesus Christ ....” He-
brews 1:1-2 says much the same thing. The Father
and a Son work together in perfect harmony as a
family ought to work.

4. Who is the “I1 AM” before Abraham? That
can be no one else but Christ Himself in His pre-
incarnate spirit form, as we come across Him as “I
AM?” at the burning bush (Exodus 3). As we dis-
cussed in point 2, “I am” is used to describe Jesus in
many other instances of Scripture. He is the self-ex-
istant One indeed! Jesus in John 8:56-58 said,

““Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and s

he saw it and was glad.’ Then the Jews said to Him,

‘You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen
Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Most assuredly, |
say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.””

5. Moses knew Christ even in his own days
in Egypt, for we read in Hebrews 11:23-26, “By

6. Jesus was the One who brought Israel out
of Egypt, and kept watch over the nation through-
out their journeys.

a. He was the One who engineered the ten
plagues that destroyed Egypt and her idols: “
the Lord, having saved the people out of the land
of Egypt” (Jude 5). Through Exodus 7 to 12, the
Lord [Yahweh] was the One who caused the
water to turn to blood, frogs to multiply, dust to
become lice, flies to swarm, livestock to die of
disease, dust to cause boils, hail to destroy crops,
locusts to cover the land, total darkness to linger
for three days, and death to consume all the first-
born.

b. He was the One who was in the cloud by
day and a pillar of fire by night, which led Israel
through the Red Sea and the wilderness for 40
years. As I Corinthians 10:1-4 states plainly, ...
all our fathers were under the cloud and in the
sea .... For they drank of that spiritual Rock that
followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”

c. He was the One who watched over the

faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be S

called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God
than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, esteeming
the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treas-
ures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward.”” Moses
knew of Christ even in his own day, exactly how
we do not know, but it is possible that Yahweh re-
vealed Himself in a personal way many years be-
fore the burning bush incident. Moses personally
understood the Son of God in ways that are not
recorded, and He was so powerful a Mentor to him
that Moses was convicted to avoid the idolatry, sex-

Egyptian life in high circles.

i ) The presence of Jesus Christ in the pillar of cloud
ual sins, sorcery, and other evils that consumed by day and the pillar of fire by night is proven in

Scripture, and shows that He is indeed mentioned

in the Old Testament.



nation to insure that it would not self-destruct
through absorption by intermarriage with neigh-
boring idolatrous tribes, by terrible diseases like
leprosy, and by war and famine; He gave them
manna to eat, and protected them from fierce
neighboring tribes. He did these things to pre-
serve Israel and ensure that the promises made
to Abraham would be fulfilled. “... the Lord
[Yahweh in Hebrew] ... afterward destroyed
those who did not believe” (Jude 5), referring to
the 3,000 men killed concerning the golden calf
incident (Exodus 32:25-28), the many killed for
lusting after flesh (Numbers 11:32-33), and
those killed for other grievous infractions.

7. Isaiah spoke directly of seeing the glory of
Jesus Christ. “‘He has blinded their eyes and hard-
ened their hearts, lest they should see with their eyes,
lest they should understand with their hearts and
turn, so that I should heal them.’[quoted from Isaiah
6:10]. These things Isaiah said when he saw His
glory and spoke of Him” (John 12:40-41). The quote
from Isaiah was spoken by the Lord, using the He-
brew word Adonay, which is akin to Yahweh and a
name for God. These words are tied directly to Jesus
Christ by John.

8. Jesus is referred to as the One who “... loved
righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore
God, Your God, has appointed You with the oil of
gladness more than Your companions” (Hebrews
1:8-9, quoted from Psalm 45:6-7). Amongst the many
Sons of God, the Savior (which is what Jesus means)
excelled and fulfilled the role of Redeemer, sent to
earth to atone for the sins of mankind. We know there
are many spirits called sons of God, a subject already
discussed, and put forward well by Michael Heiser
in his book The Unseen Realm (Lexham Press, Bel-
lingham, Washington, 2015), Job in Job 1:6 and 2:2,
and elsewhere.

9. Jesus is the “Angel of His Presence” in
Isaiah 63:8-9. The text says, “For He said, ‘Surely
they are My people, children who will not lie.” So He
became their Savior. In all their affliction He was af-
flicted, and the Angel of Presence saved them; in His
love and in His pity He redeemed them; and He
bored them and carried them all the days of old.”

This whole section, Isaiah 63:8 to 19, speaks of
the Father together with the Angel of His Presence,
that redeemed Israel (verse 9) — Christ is the re-
deemer who paid the price of His shed blood for all
of mankind’s sins — and brought them through the
Red Sea (Jesus as the Rock in the cloud and piller; I
Corinthians 10:4) as verse 12 says, and put God’s
spirit in them as verse 11 says. Thus, we have a
record here of the presence of Jesus Christ at the time
of ancient Israel.

10. Salvation in Hebrew is the word yshuwah,
meaning “deliverance, victory, or prosperity.” It
is the name of Joshua, and Jesus Himself, whose
Name in the Greek is /esous, meaning Saviour. A
good case can be made for saying that in many cases
where the word salvation is used in the Old Testa-
ment, reference is being made directly to Jesus
Christ, for He is the Author of salvation (Hebrews
5:9). Notice scriptures such as Exodus 15:2, Deuter-
onomy 32:15, IT Samuel 22:51, I Chronicles 16:23
and 35; Job 13:16, Psalm 3:8 and many other refer-
ences in Psalms, [saiah 12:2, and on the list goes. In
some cases salvation is translated from the Hebrew
vesha (11 Samuel 22:3, 38, 47), which closely resem-
bles Yeshua, the name many people give to Jesus.

11. Micah speaks of the One who was born in
Bethlehem Ephrathah, who obviously was Jesus
Christ, as having existed forever. Read this planily
in Micah 5:2: “But you, Bethlehem Ephratha, though
you are lttle among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in
Israel, whose goings forth are from old, from ever-
lasting.”

Our Lord and Savior in the Old Testament!

It is clear that Jesus Christ is indeed mentioned
in the Old Testament, as proven by the several points
discussed above. We see His character in Yahweh,
His Name the eternal I AM, the creation performed
through Him by the Father, Moses’ knowledge of
Him in Egypt, Jesus’ causing the plagues on Egypt
and delivering Israel through the Red Sea and guid-
ing and protecting and punishing them on their jour-
ney to Canaan, Isaiah directly viewing His glory,
Jesus among His companions and selected to be the
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Savior, Jesus being the “Angel of His Presence,” and
the very word salvation implying the personage of
Jesus Christ throughout the Old Testament.

It is very important to understand our Savior’s
presence in Old Testament Scripture, for without this
knowledge we can be lured into believing that He
does not mean what He says, since some people in
their self-professed arrogance claim that Jesus began
His life as any other human on this earth and did not
preexist ... has not existed eternally with the Father.
The statement by and about Jesus Christ in the New
Testament are very clear that Her has existed forever,
and as our Advocate to the Father we can rest assured
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that He will always be present to care for us in the
midst of our harshest trials, and will fulfill His prom-
ise to make us, His elect, kings and priests who will
reign on the earth for 1,000 years, and be with Him
forever, as brothers of the Anointed One, and frankly
not inferior to Him ... but that is another topic that is
explored in other discussions concerning His undy-
ing love for us.

Do we love our heavenly Father and Jesus Christ
at His right hand with all of our hearts, minds, and
spirits? That is our calling, that is our future, and that
is where we need to be every day, in His loving care
for us!

Paul W. Syltie — July 5, 2019



